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Citizenship and Social Development
Subject information

Curriculum Aims

The aims of Citizenship and Social Development are to help students:
(a) enhance understanding of society, the country, the human world, the physical environment and

related knowledge;

(b) develop multiple perspectives on contemporary mature topics in different contexts (e.g. cultural, social,

economic, political and technological contexts);

(c) become independent thinkers; be able to adapt to the ever-changing personal, social, national and
global circumstances and construct knowledge; understand the complexities of the topics, and the
challenges and processes involved in decision-making for making law-abiding, rational and affective

analysis, and learning how to handle conflicting values;

(d) inherit Chinese culture and heritage in a pluralistic society, deepen understanding and sense of identity
of individuals with Chinese nationality and Chinese citizenship, and at the same time appreciate,

respect and embrace diversity in cultures and views;

(e) develop skills relevant to life-long learning and strengthen their ability to integrate and apply
knowledge and skills, including critical thinking skills, creativity, problem solving skills, communication
skills, collaboration skills, data management skills, self-management skills, self-learning skills, and

information technology skills;

(f) develop positive values and attitudes towards life, so that they can become informed and responsible

citizens of society, the country and the world.

Curriculum Framework

The Overall Structure

The curriculum comprises three themes, namely “Hong Kong under ‘One Country, Two Systems’”, “Our
Country since Reform and Opening-up” and “Interconnectedness and Interdependence of the
Contemporary World”. They serve as platforms for students to explore related topics for a more
coherent understanding of the situations of society, the country and the contemporary world.
Students should also participate in the Mainland study tour, as it is an integral part of the curriculum of

Citizenship and Social Development.

Mainland Study Tour
The Mainland study tour, with its related project learning, includes learning elements of Chinese
culture and the latest development and achievements of our country. It forms part of the curriculum

of Citizenship and Social Development but does not involve any public assessment. The Mainland study



tour contributes to the curriculum aims through experiential learning by:

a) providing an opportunity for students to learn to become self-directed learners responsible for
their own learning;

b) enhancing students’ ability to connect, integrate and apply what they have learnt from the three
themes;

c) helping students develop generic skills, including critical thinking, communication and
self-learning skills, through field study and project learning ;and

d) broadening students’ horizons, enhancing their understanding of our country and cultivating a
sense of national identity.

Learning outcome

Through studying the subject, students should be able to:

(i) understand the constitutional basis of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region, its relationship
with the country and the latest development of the country, so as to explore the opportunities and

challenges of the interactive development between Hong Kong and the Mainland;

(ii) understand the contemporary mature topics related to individuals, society, the country, the human

world and the physical environment, so as to construct knowledge and promote self-directed learning;

(iii) understand the interplay among individuals, society, the country and the world in relation to the
environmental, economic and social development through studying the topics of common human
concerns covered in the curriculum framework, and based on the above understanding to explore how

to resolve difficulties, promote development and reap mutual benefits;

(iv) develop a sense of national identity with global perspective, and understand the
interconnectedness among areas of economy, science, technology, sustainable development, public
health, etc., as well as the development of the contemporary world and the related impact; and

recognise the roles of Hong Kong, the country, and the international community;

(v) identify different views and the values behind various topics; and apply in an integrative manner
critical thinking skills, problem solving skills, creativity, data management skills and self-learning skills in
examining the background, content, developmental trends and the values of the topics from multiple
perspectives, so as to make law-abiding, rational and affective judgements and decisions based on

facts and evidence; as well as develop positive values and attitudes;

(vi) present arguments clearly based on facts and evidence, demonstrate objective, fair and empathetic

attitudes towards the opinions and views held by other people;

(vii) understand, appreciate and inherit Chinese culture and treat other cultures with respect,

receptiveness and appreciation, and become responsible and committed citizens.




Assessment

Internal Assessment

Mode Description Weighting
Examination Written Exam 70%
Coursework Tests, Assignment, Class performance, etc. 30%
Public Assessment

Mode Description Weighting Duration
Public examination | Data responses questions 100% 2 hours
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